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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Levin discusses change of course for Iraq war 
U.S . Sen. Carl Levin, Michigan's senior sena-
tor, told more than 170 students , faculty and 
staff members that going into Iraq was a 
mistake. He said while he supports our troops, 
the war has contributed to "an unleashing of 
dangerous forces in the world," specifically 
the fanatic portion of Islam. 
Levin fielded questions from students during 
his presentation, "New Directions in National 
Security," at the Alumni House on October 14. 
Levin is the ranking Democrat on the Senate 
Armed Services Committee and serves on the 
Senate Intelligence Committee and the 
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee . 
Levin said there is no purely military solution 
possible to the war, only a political solution. 
Across Campus 
Officer lauded for 
commitment to sexual 
assault prevention 
A Grand Valley Public Safety officer will be 
recognized by the Ottawa and Allegan law 
enforcement community for his efforts in lead-
ing sexual assault prevention programs. 
Bruce Morningstar will be recognized by the 
Lakeshore Alliance Against Domestic and 
Sexual Violence during an award ceremony on 
Tuesday, October 25, at Baker Lofts in 
Holland. The event begins at 6 p.m. 
The award is given by the Lakeshore Alliance 
committee to a law enforcement official who 
has demonstrated outstanding work with 
domestic and sexual violence cases or com-
mitment to the prevention of such incidents. 
Committee members include judges , prosecut-
ing attorneys, non-profit administrators and 
other community members from Ottawa and 
Allegan counties. 
Morningstar has worked at Grand Valley 
Public Safety Services since 1998. In addition 
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"We must tell the Iraqi people, unless they can 
achieve a political solution, we must consider 
a timetable for the withdrawal of our troops ," 
said Levin. 
Levin also said there has been a lack of 
accountability for failures over the past few 
years, citing the CIA and FBI before the Sept. 
11 attacks and the intelligence failures over 
weapons of mass destruction in Iraq and the 
link between Saddam Hussein and Al Qaeda. 
The event was presented by the political sci-
ence department and the International 
Relations Program. 
Photo by Dottie Barnes 
U.S. Sen. Carl Levin discusses his views of the 
Iraq War at the Alumni House. 
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to community 
policing , he is the 
department's Rape 
Aggression 
Defense (RAD) 
instructor. He initi-
ated RAD training 
two years ago; 
RAD includes 
physical self 
defense but also 
risk awareness and 
avoidance. 
Bruce Morningstar 
Grand Valley's Women's Center nominated 
Morningstar for the award. Jo Ann Wassenaar, 
assistant director, said she believes the number 
of reported campus sexual assaults (seven in 
2004, resulting in two arrests) is low, in part, 
because of Morningstar's and the department's 
commitment to prevention programs. 
"He focuses on the prevention side through a 
number of programs that he has either 
designed or presented to students," Wassenaar 
said. "He is passionate about educating and 
giving students , both male and female , the 
necessary tools for prevention." 
Hurricane volunteers 
reflect after Katrina 
At least three Grand Valley faculty and staff 
members volunteered their time and expertise 
to aid victims of Hurricane Katrina. Their sto-
ries are below. 
Eric Klingensmith 
Based in Citronelle, Alabama, Eric 
Klingensmith found 
himself wearing 
many hats while on 
duty as a Red Cross 
volunteer following 
Hurricane Katrina . 
Klingensmith, a 
counselor at the 
Counseling and 
Career Development 
Center, is a volunteer 
for the Red Cross and 
Eric Klingensmith 
FEMA . He arrived in Alabama on September 8 
and headed for a temporary shelter at a church . 
continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
"I did some mental health counseling, also cooked, walked security patrol 
at night, cleaned, managed the shelter ... a little bit of everything, really," 
he said. Klingensmith said about 50 families lived in the shelter when he 
arrived; over the 10 days he was there, that number diminished greatly as 
evacuees found more permanent housing. 
Klingensmith, who became a FEMA volunteer in 2001, also volunteered 
during Hurricane Andrew in 1992. He teaches Red Cross disaster training 
classes in Allendale and said another session will begin in the winter 
semester. 
Kimberly Slaikeu 
As a nurse practitioner, Kimberly Slaikeu said she would treat about 50 
patients a day at the clinics where she volun-
teered following Hurricane Katrina. The hardest 
part, she said, was that there was little , if any, 
follow-up with the evacuees. 
"We would provide care, and then often didn't 
see them again," said the assistant professor of 
nursing. 
Slaikeu traveled with a group from her church, 
Grand Rapids First Assembly of God, which 
partnered with Hope International Ministries to 
provide clinical services in shelters in Baton Kimberly Slaikeu 
Rouge and New Orleans. She said they mostly saw patients with chronic 
diseases like diabetes or hypertension . 
Slaikeu said she tried to keep a journal of her week in the Gulf Coast, but 
said it was too hard to process the day's events immediately. 
"It was a very positive experience," she said. "It was challenging to come 
back and think, 'How do I go back to normal after this?" 
Mike Spofford 
Mike Spofford has worked as a maintenance mechanic in Facilities 
Services for 25 years, but it was his side job that would lead him to New 
Orleans . Spofford is also an EMT specialist with 
Emergency Medical Services in Muskegon. His 
unit left September 4 to spend a month in 
Louisiana and Texas, transporting sick and 
injured people found by search and rescue teams . 
"We helped two men who had been trapped in 
their homes for eight days ," said Spofford. "One 
man stayed in his attic with a bottle of water, the 
other had arthritis and couldn't get out of his 
chair. He sat in knee-deep water all of those days 
and his socks had started to grow into his skin." 
Mike Spofford 
Spofford said after rescue efforts were complete, his unit helped to trans-
fer victims to various shelters in Louisiana and Texas . They also gave 
shots to guard against hepatitis and tetanus. Along with helping hurricane 
victims , the EMTs responded to 9-1-1 emergencies including fires or peo-
ple complaining of stomach or heart pains . 
"I kept a journal of the entire month," he said. "The devastation was inde-
scribable. I expected to see a few things standing, but everything was 
wiped out. But, through it all, there was an atmosphere of thankfulness. 
People were thankful for their lives and thankful that we were there to 
help." 
CLAS will host outstanding alumni 
The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences will host its Alumni-In-
Residence Program Thursday and Friday, October 27-28. 
Eight departments will host outstanding alumni who will share their sto-
ries with current students and share insights with faculty about the aca-
demic preparation they received at Grand Valley. 
The Alumni-In-Residence for 2005 are Nicolette Baumgartner, B.S. in 
biomedical science, 1983; D.J. Hoek, B.A. in music , 1993; Linda Joyce , 
B.S. , mathematics, 1972; James M. McClurken , B.S. in arts and 
media/social relations, 1978; Joel Purkiss, B.S. , sociology, 1995; James R. 
Spaanstra, B.S . in political science, 1974; Paul Stoner, B.S. in physics, 
1971; and Margaret Willey, B.A. in English and art , 1975 . 
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in sess ion and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon . Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o 
forum @gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. 
Fax: 616-33 1-2250. 
Art by Grand Valley grad 
hangs in Michigan 
Legislature offices 
Lytle did the series for his 
senior thesis . The 
Besprizornye was pur-
chased by Grand Valley for 
display on campus, that is, 
after it returns from 
Lansing. The university's 
director of galleries and 
collections, Henry 
Matthews, said he submit-
ted Lytle's piece for the 
Arts in the Legislature 
project because its power-
ful image stood out from 
other pieces under consid-
eration. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus news, 
visit Grand Valley 's online publication , 
GVNow, at www.gvnow.gvsu.edu . 
GRAND VALLEYII-
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the university community. Visit its Web 
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
For the next year, a haunting illustration by Grand 
Valley graduate Kertis Lytle will hang in the 
Michigan House of Representatives' Anderson 
House Office Building in Lansing. It was selected as 
part of the "Arts in the Legislature" project that dis-
plays artwork by one student from each of 
Michigan 's 15 public universities. 
Lytle graduated from Grand Valley in May with a 
BFA degree with an emphasis in illustration. He cur-
rently resides and works in Grand Rapids . 
His piece is titled "The Besprizornye," which means 
"abandoned children" in Russian. The 14-inch by 
40-inch piece depicts a montage of despairing chil-
dren with vacant eyes . His work is composed of 
digitally manipulated images from oil paintings, 
intaglio prints, copper plates and scanned sketches. 
"It is one of 11 in a series I did based on a story by 
a good friend who majored in Russian Studies," 
said Lytle. "The series and the story are about the 
hoards of Russian children who were orphaned in 
the 1950s during mass political arrests. Some of the 
children are shown wearing discarded gas masks 
they've found. It gives the piece a post-nuclear fall-
out feel." 
The Arts in the Legislature 
initiative is a partnership 
between the universities' 
Presidents Council and the 
Michigan Senate and 
House of Representatives 
to promote art in everyday 
life. Each piece of student 
The Besprizornye, by 
graduate Kertis Lytle, 
is on exhibit in 
Lansing. 
artwork was framed with a special nameplate 
acknowledging the artist, compliments of the House 
and Senate. Each student also received a certificate 
of appreciation from Senate Majority Leader Ken 
Sikkema and House Speaker Craig DeRoche. The 
artwork will be replaced each year with new student 
art. 
What's Ahead 
Faculty will discuss 
stem cell research 
A town hall discussion on stem cell research 
will be held today at 7 p.m. in Loosemore 
Auditorium of the De Vos Center. 
Sponsored by the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences and WGVU, the town hall will cover 
the biology, ethics, and business aspects of stem 
cell research, now and in the foreseeable future . 
The panel features CLAS faculty members Pat 
Matthews, Alex Nikitin , Paul Reitemeyer and 
Bruce Ostrow and Matt Dugener from the 
Grand Rapids Smart Zone. WGVU's Fred 
Martino will serve as moderator. 
Speaker to address 
affirmative action 
An author and 
expert on affirma-
tive action will dis-
cuss race in higher 
education during an 
installment of the 
Professionals of 
Color Lecture 
Series. 
Frank H. Wu is 
dean of the Wayne 
State University Frank H. Wu 
Law School, author 
of Yellow: Race in America Beyond Black and 
White and co-author of Race, Rights and 
Reparation: Law and the Japanese American 
Internment. His presentation will begin at 5:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, October 26 , in the Kirkhof 
Center, Grand River Room. 
Wu was named among the top 20 scholars in 
the nation by Black Issues in Higher Education , 
to Crain 's Magazine's list of "40 under 40" and 
the National Asian Pacific American Bar 
Association's "Best Lawyers Under 40." 
The lecture is sponsored by the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs and Office of Equity and 
Planning. For more information , call x12177. 
Open house planned for 
ALERT Labs 
The alcohol prevention and recovery program 
at Grand Valley received a federal grant to 
adapt its model program to meet the needs of 
high school and other college students in Kent 
County. 
Nancy Harper, director of the Alcohol, 
Education, Research and Training (ALERT) 
Labs, said using the social norms approach to 
alcohol and drug use has helped decrease fre-
quent heavy drinking on campus by 48 percent. 
The ALERT program has been designated a 
"model program" by the U.S. Department of 
Education. 
Because of that designation, the Drug-Free 
Communities department within the Health and 
Human Services Office in Washington , D.C. , 
awarded a community coalition , the Alcohol 
and Other Drugs Partnership for Healthy 
Communities , a $100,000 grant that will enable 
ALERT Labs to bring a version of its program 
to Kent County schools. 
The ALERT Labs will host an open house for 
the community on Thursday, October 27, begin-
ning at 4 p.m. The event will celebrate 
ALERT's new location (Grand Valley 
Apartments - Oakland) and celebrate the suc-
cess of its new Pathways to Recovery program. 
During the open house, two students will talk 
publicly about their recovery. They are expect-
ed to speak at 6 p.m. , following remarks from 
President Mark A. Murray. 
Contemporary Buddhism 
and Daoism examined 
A lecture series sponsored by the East Asian 
Studies program will discuss two of the East's 
greatest philosophical traditions - Buddhism 
and Daoism. 
• Peter Hershock, coordinator of the Asian 
Studies Development Program at the East-West 
Center in Hawaii , will discuss "The Relevance 
of Buddhist Thought and Practice to 
Contemporary Issues" today from 2-4 p.m. in 
Lake Michigan Hall , room 114. 
• Professor Linghong Kong, director of the 
Daoist Center in Hangzhou and professor of 
philosophy at Zhejiang University, will discuss 
"The Founding of Modem Neo-Daoism and its 
Cultural Perspectives" on November 3 from 
2-4 p.m. in Manitou Hall, room 102. 
Dance luminaries perform 
at Grand Valley 
Dancers from America's foremost ballet compa-
nies will perform at Grand Valley on October 
28 and 29. Dance Stars of the New Millennium 
IV is one of Grand Valley's Fall Arts 
Celebration events, showcasing arts for the 
West Michigan community. 
The program includes performances by New 
York City Ballet soloists Amanda Edge and 
Daniel Ullbrecht, premieres by Lisa Catrett-
Belrose and a new pas de deux choreographed 
by Jefferson Baum , director of the GVSU 
Dance Program. The GVSU Dance Ensemble 
will also perform selections from "Carmen" 
choreographed by Calin Radulescu . 
There will be two performances of Dance Stars 
of the New Millennium IV, October 28 and 29. 
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There will be two performances of the annual 
program: Friday at 8 p.m. and Saturday at 
2 p.m. in the Louis Armstrong Theatre, 
Performing Arts Center. 
Tickets are $20 general public; $10 Grand 
Valley faculty/staff/students with a GVSU ID; 
$5 children ages 12 and under. Tickets are 
available at the Box Office weekdays from 
noon-5 p.m. Tickets are also available for a fee 
through Star Tickets Plus online, www.startick-
etsplus.com, or by calling 616-222-4000, or at 
any Star Ticket Plus outlet. 
Family fun with physics 
planned on campus 
Walk inside a kaleidoscope, learn why airplanes 
fly, and enjoy a whiz-bang physics show pre-
sented by Congressman Vern Ehlers. These are 
only a few of the activities taking place on 
Saturday, October 29, during Grand Valley's 
Super Science Saturday Open House: 
Celebrating Phenomenal Physics . 
The full day of science fun is free for K-12 stu-
dents, teachers, parents , and the public. 
From 9 a.m.-3 p.m., nearly every lab and class-
room in Padnos and Henry halls will be filled 
with hands-on activities. Visitors will experi-
ence how physics connects with all areas of sci-
ence including biology, chemistry, geology, 
health sciences , mathematics, statistics, engi-
neering and more. 
For more information, contact the Regional 
Math and Science Center at x 12267 or go to 
www.gvsu.edu/rmsc. 
Prominent scholars 
highlight Great Lakes 
History Conference 
The 30th annual Great Lakes History 
Conference, sponsored by the History 
Department, will be held October 28-29. Most of 
the events will be held at the Eberhard Center. 
The conference has evolved since its founding 
in 1975 , now attracting faculty, graduate stu-
dents , public historians , and independent schol-
ars from across the country. 
A keynote speaker will highlight each day of 
the conference. David Christian, an award-win-
ning and internationally recognized scholar on 
world history, will speak on Friday at 7 p.m. in 
Loosemore Auditorium in the De Vos Center. At 
noon on Saturday, Jerry Bentley will speak on 
"What is World History Now?" in the Eberhard 
Center. Bentley is a renowned scholar from the 
University of Hawaii and head of the World 
History Association. 
A complete conference schedule is online at 
www.gvsu.edu/history. The conference is free 
for faculty and staff members and students; call 
x13298 to register. 
For more information, contact event co-chairs 
Jason Crouthamel at x12931 or Craig Benjamin 
at x13469. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Mon., Oct. 24 
12 noon-12:50 p.m.: History Colloquium. 
Medieval Land Management Systems: A 
View from Jordan, by Bethany Walker. 1119 
MAK. Call xl3298 for more information. 
2-4 p.m .: East Asian Studies Program. The 
Relevance of Buddhist Thought and Practice 
to Contemporary Issues , presented by Peter 
Hershock. 114 LMH. Call x13529 for more 
information. 
7 p.m.: CLAS/WGVU Stem Cell Research Town 
Hall . Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. 
Tues., Oct. 25 
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Leadership Development 
Workshop. Guiding Human Performance. 
Holland Meijer Campus. Call xl7180 for reg-
istration information. 
1 p.m.: Middle East Studies Program. Islamic 
Revitalization in Southeast Asia, by Anna 
Gade of Oberlin College. Grand River Room, 
KC. Call xl3298 for more information. 
Wed., Oct. 26 
11 a.m.-7 p.m.: Intercultural Festival. KC. Call 
xl2345 for more information . 
12 noon-1 p.m.: Women's Commission Brown 
Bag Lunch . Pat Oldt and Korrie Ottenwess 
present results of the 2005 Diversity Study. 
CDC. Note location change. 
12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters, KC. Call 
xl2204 for more information. 
12 noon-6 p.m: American Red Cross Blood 
Drive. 204 KC. 
5:30-7:30 p.m.: Middle East Studies Event. 
Ramadan: Ritual Breaking of the Fast. 58 
KC. Call x13298 for more information . 
5:30-7 p.m .: Professionals of Color Lecture 
Series. Affirmative Action in Higher 
Education, by Frank H. Wu. 250 KC. Call 
xl2177 for more information. 
7 p.m.: Hauenstein Center Event. Gerald Ford 
and the Challenges of the 1970s, by Yanek 
Mieczkowski. Gerald R. Ford Presidential 
Museum, Grand Rapids. Call x12770 for reg-
istration information. 
Thurs., Oct. 27 
7:30 a.m.: Seidman College Breakfast Series. 
Higher Education: Keys to Strong 
Communities and a Strong Economy, by 
President Mark A. Murray. Presentation at 8 
a.m. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call 
x 17100 for registration information. 
10 a.m.-12 noon: COT Development Committee 
Workshop . Self-defense and Personal Safety. 
204 KC. Call x12215 for registration infor-
mation . 
12 noon: Arts at Noon presents Neptune Quartet. 
CDC. Call x13484 for more information. 
2-4 p.m.: COT Development Committee 
Workshop . Self-defense and Personal Safety. 
University Club Room, DEV. 
3-4 p.m.: Counseling Center Seminar. Career 
Planning and Decision-Making. (Second of 
two sessions) 204 STU. Call xl3266 for more 
information. 
6:30-9 p.m.: Free Family Night at the Y. David 
D. Hunting YMCA. Call 616-855-9600 for 
registration information. 
8 p.m.: Free Play Series with guest artist David 
Crossin, percussionist. Van Solkema Recital 
Hall, PAC. Call x13484 for more information. 
Fri., Oct. 28 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters , 107E 
DEV. Call xl 7337 for more information. 
8:30-10:30 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence 
Series . All Division Update. 250 KC. Call 
VENTS 
x12215 for more information. 
9 a.m.: Music Department presents Careers in 
Music, by D. J. Hoek. Van Solkema Recital 
Hall , PAC. Call x13484 for more information. 
12 noon: Music Department presents What Your 
Library Could be Doing for You, by D. J. 
Hoek. CDC. 
3-4:30 p.m.: Great Lakes History Conference 
Keynote speech at 8 p.m. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call xl3298 for more 
information. 
7:30-10 p.m.: WGVU's Food, Wine and All that 
Jazz. Van Andel Museum Center, Grand 
Rapids . Call 800-442-2771 for tickets. 
8 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration Event. The Dance 
Stars of the New Millennium IV. For ticket 
information , call x 12300. 
Sat., Oct. 29 
8 a.m.-6 p.m.: Great Lakes History Conference. 
Keynote speech at noon . EC. Call xl3298 for 
more information. 
9 a.m.-3 p.m.: Super Science Saturday Open 
House. PAD, HRY. Call x12267 for more 
information. 
11 a.m.-1 p.m.: U-Club Halloween Party for 
Kids. Children 's Center. Call x13592 for 
more information. 
2 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration Event. The Dance 
Stars of the New Millennium IV. 
5-6:30 p.m.: U-Club Homecoming Tailgater. 
Irwin Club Lot. 
Sports 
Sat., Oct. 29 
1 p.m .: Women's soccer hosts Saginaw Valley 
State University. 
7 p.m.: Football hosts Northern Michigan 
University (Homecoming). 
···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Sketches 
Annis Water Resources Institute faculty mem-
bers Don Uzarski , Carl Ruetz, Matt Cooper, 
and Keto Gyekis gave a presentation, "Fish 
Habitat Use in Great Lakes Coastal Wetlands ," 
at the Conference on Coastal Wetlands in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
Michael Ott, assistant professor of sociology, 
wrote an article, "A Critical Theory of Religion 
Critique of the Globalization of Civil Society," 
published in the Journal of Social Science of the 
Ukraine. He presented it during the 2004 
International Conference on Religion and Civil 
Society at Yalta in the Ukraine. 
Roger Ellis, professor of communications, pub-
lished an anthology of dramatic writing from 
international authors , New Scenes and 
Monologues from Contemporary Playwrights. 
Ed Aboufadel, professor of mathematics , was 
elected secretary of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science Section on 
Mathematics. 
Jonathan White, executive director of the 
Homeland Defense Initiative, wrote a book, 
Terrorism and Homeland Security, published by 
Wadsworth Publishing. He also wrote the for-
ward for a book, Hunting Terrorists , by Joe 
Navarro. 
Craig Benjamin, assistant professor of history, 
presented a paper, "The African Invasion of 
Europe: Rome, Carthage and the Origins of 
Universal History," at the World History 
Association annual conference, held in Ifrane, 
Morocco. 
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